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AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 

CONPIDENTIAL SECTO 10002 

EXDIS 

POR AMBASSADOR FROM ATHERTON 

E.O. II652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS), IS, US 
SUBJECT: KHADDAM PRESS STATEMENT 

1 . YOU SHOULD KNOW FOR YOUR MEETING WITH GEGIN ABOUT AN 
ISSUE RAISED WITH US HERE TODAY BY DINITZ (IN TELEPHONE CALL TO 
HABIB IN NEW YORK). 

2. DINITZ NOTED KHADDAM'S STATEMENT MADE ALTER MEETING WITH 
THE PRESIDENT THAT OUR VIEWS COINCIDE THAT 

THERE SHOULD BE A UNITED ARAB DELEGATION TO INCLUDE THE PLO. 

DINITZ SAID HE HAD BEEN INPORMED THE WHITE HOUSE WAS 
RESPONDING TO REQUESTS POR COMMENT ON THE STATEMENT BY 
SAYING "NO COMMENT" WHICH, HE SAID, WAS TANTAMOUNT TO 
CONPIRMING IT. DINITZ QUOTED DAYAN AS SAYING THAT IP THE 
AMERICANS WERE NOT CHANGING THEIR POSITION, TTHEY 
SHOULD NOT GIVE THAT IMPRESSION; GIVEN THE U.S. 

COMMITMENT (ON RECOGNITION OF THE PLO) WHICH HAD NOT BEEN 
MET, AND THE U.S. COMMITMENT ON PARTICIPATION AT GENEVA, 

NO IMPRESSION SHOULD BE GIVEN THAT THE U.S. WAS CHANGING ITS 
POSITION. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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3. AFTER CHECKING, I TOLD DINTZ THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS RESPONDING (AS WAS THE STATE DEPARTMENT) THAT 

OUR (U.S. AND SYRIAN) VIEWS COINCIDE ON THE NEED POR A 

UNITED ARAB DELEGATION BUT THE DETAILS ARE STILL UNDER DISCUSSION 

AND REMAIN TO BE WORKED OUT. I TOLD DINTZ PURTHER THAT WHEN 

THE PRESS THEN ASKED WHETHER THE U.S. BELIEVED THE PLO 
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SHOULD PARTICIPATE AT GENEVA, THE WHITE HOUSE RESPONSE 
WAS THAT THE QUESTION OE WHO PARTICIPATES WAS TO 
BE AGREED BY THE PARTIES. 

VANCE 
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